
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a fabulous first half to the Spring Term with lots of lovely activities
happening in school.

A particular highlight was our ‘Light Up Ladywood’ event which I hope some of you
managed to attend. It was lovely seeing families engage with the art instillations
and the awe and wonder it created.

In addition, classes have been busy celebrating Chinese New Year, Pancake Day
and Valentines Day to name just a few. We had a whole week focusing on Children’s
Mental Health which was linked to this year’s theme of ‘My Voice Matters’. Children
had the opportunity to express themselves in a variety of ways which is obviously
extremely important at Ladywood.

Wishing you a lovely half term

Susan and everyone at Ladywood
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Ladywood School
FEBRUARY 2024 Newsletter

Reminder
Please note, school
finishes on Friday
16th February and

re-opens on
Monday 26th

February

Friday 8th March, 1.30 - 2.30 - Parent Coffee &
Chat Session - see flyer below

22nd March, 1.30 - 2.30 - Engaging Activities &
Ideas to Support Maths at Home

16th February - Finish for Half Term

Thursday 7th March - World Book Day - see
letter on Class Dojo for further info



Thank you to everyone who came to our amazing Light Up Ladywood
event.



We have received a letter due to recent outbreaks of measles elsewhere in the UK, The UK
Health Security Agency has advised that it is likely that we will see measles cases in Greater
Manchester. Measles is highly infectious and can cause serious health consequences. The
MMR vaccine is a safe and effective way to protect from measles, mumps and rubella.
Please check that your child has had their MMR vaccines, and if unsure speak to their GP. 

More information can be found at MEASLES - Don’t let your child catch it - Schools version
(publishing.service.gov.uk). We have let all parents know via dojo and are in contact with
intrahealth regarding the MMR vaccine programme. Please can you familiarise yourself with
the leaflets and information attached so that we can be aware of symptoms etc. If you have
any questions please let us know.

Measles





Attendance/Leave of Absence

As part of new guidance and monitoring of pupil attendance from the
Department of Education, a Leave of Absence form needs to be completed 2
weeks prior to an event, due to authorisation from the Head Teacher. 

Parents will need to provide as much information as possible before sending in
the form. As a parent, you may wish to take your child, out of school, on holiday
in less busier times, to benefit from quieter facilities. Please can you put this level
of detail in the Leave of Absence form.

If you are taking your child out of the country for longer than 10 days, school will
also require copies of flight tickets, both leaving England and arriving back into
England, and an address where your child will be staying.  

We realise that sometimes families may need to visit family overseas at short
notice.  We will still require a Leave of Absence form to be completed, flight
tickets and address where the child will be staying. 

In addition, we understand that children with Special Educational Needs may
need to attend medical appointments more frequently and these will be
authorised, however we would still ask that school are informed of these prior to
attending.

It is the right of a child to receive an education and school attendance is crucial
for children’s progress of learning. Attendance is closely monitored at school and
if there is an issue Ladywood’s Attendance lead may be in touch to offer support
or strategies.

If your child is off school for any reason please get in touch with the office to let
them know the reasons. It is important we have a full picture of children’s
attendance throughout the year.



Parent Partner
Sarah Travis is the School's Parent Partner and will
be able to provide guidance, advice and support for
parents/carers.

She will be available Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday afternoon.

Should you require any help then please contact
Sarah either on the school office number:
01204 333400
or via email parentpartner@ladywood.bolton.sch.uk

Snack Money
May we remind parents of non-pupil premium children, of
the voluntary contribution of £1.00 a week towards your
child's snack.  This can be paid in cash or via your School
Gateway account. If paying by cash, please send into
school in an envelope with your child's name on.  Thank
you.

We said goodbye to Sarah Bartlett, wishing her all the very best in her
new post.





Online Payments
We have now moved to School Gateway with regards to the payment of school meals,
snack and a way in which we can communicate with parents. 

Please see the  guidance below on how to sign up to School Gateway.

It is essential that parents sign up for School Gateway so that you will continue to
receive information from school such as school closures due to bad weather etc. We will
no longer be using Teachers2Parents as a form of communicating.

If you are struggling to sign up please feel free to come to our Parent Coffee & Chat
session on 8th March, 1:30-2:30 at main site and we will be able to assist you in signing
up. Alternatively you can telephone the school's office for guidance over the phone.





Please can we remind parents of our procedure if we need to close the school due
to adverse weather conditions or for any other reason.  If school is not going to be
open we will make a decision and send a text message out as early as we possibly
can.  If for any reason transport is not running, they will contact you directly.  Please
ensure that the main contact number for your child is up to date at all times and
check for texts on a regular basis.  School closure messages will also be put on:

https://www.bolton.gov.uk/schoolinformation/school-closures, Facebook and our
Website.

Texting Service - Adverse Weather Conditions/School Closure



Ladywood Social Media
To keep up to date with all our latest news, please follow us on our various social
media platforms.

Instagram:  @ladywoodschool

Twitter:  @ladywoodschool

Facebook:  Ladywood School

Youtube: Ladywood School

Ladywood Blog

Please don’t forget to check the blog for daily/weekly updates on the
children’s learning and all the exciting activities that have been
happening around school. The blog is a great way for everyone to
communicate and to keep up to date. 
http://blog.ladywood.bolton.sch.uk/



Internet Safety



Sickness
Please be aware that if your child
has an episode of sickness and/or
diarrhoea they need to be kept off
school for 48 hours from the last
bout of sickness.

All schools are expected to adhere
to this guidance from The
Community Infection Prevention
and Control Team.

Many thanks in anticipation of your
support

Parking
Could we please request that parents who
drop/collect their child by car, ensure when
parking that you do not block other cars in,
and also that you do not park in a Masefield
School parking place.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Appointments
If your child has an upcoming
appointment, could we please ask that
you notify school in advance of when the
appointment is taking place. Could a copy
of the appointment letter also be sent to
school prior to the appointment.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Communication with Home
We are continuing to use Class Dojo
as the main form of communication
with parents/carers.

However, we appreciate that there
may be times that you feel you need
to speak to someone in person or
urgently and the office team are
always available and welcome calls
from parents/carers.

Contact Information
Please ensure that contact details and medical information for your child are up-to-date.  If
you are unsure please contact the main office on 01204 333400.

Could we please ask that parents keep their phone switched on throughout the day so that
we are able to make contact with you if needed.  Thank you.



At Ladywood we provide a safe learning environment which encourages all pupils to
attend and be punctual whatever their level of ability or specific needs. We pride
ourselves on high standards of pupil attendance and we expect that all children will
attend school as long as they are fit and well enough to do so in line with the
expectations of 380 half days (190 full days) for an academic year.
A child’s attendance at school is the responsibility of parents/carers. Ladywood
School will continue to actively work with parents/carers to encourage a regular
pattern of attendance is maintained to ensure our children: 

Benefit from the educational opportunities provided at Ladywood 
Experience a broad and balanced creative curriculum 
Build on their learning experiences to achieve their full potential 
Develop their social and personal skills 
Promote children’s welfare and safeguarding, failing to attend school on a
regular basis will be considered as a safeguarding matter
Have their legal entitlement to education; ensuring regular attendance at school
is a legal responsibility and permitting 
Absence from school without a good reason creates an offence in law 

The Government have brought out new guidelines that requires schools to ensure all
children attend well. This includes:
·Attendance meetings if attendance falls below acceptable levels 
·Daily contact when your child is absent
·A requirement to show proof of medical appointment
·Door stop visits 

TERM TIME HOLIDAYS
As a school we understand that our children sometimes need to go on holiday when
it is quieter rather than during the main holidays when it is very busy. We ask that
you put in a holiday request form and seek permission in order for this to be
authorised.

Good Attendance Matters 






